- Code of Conduct -

AHA’s two principles are to make the very best use of time abroad and to do so safely.

 

The hidden value of AHA's trips lie in the local friends and connections we have made over the years which make for the smooth running of courses and occasionally unexpected opportunities.  This is only possible because students have realised they are a guest when abroad and behaved responsibly, with a sense of decorum and good manners.  This same respect for others we ask of new students.   

 

When in the past students have inadvertently broken things they are deemed responsible and expected to pay for damage at the time.  Should a student behave irresponsibly or put others, or indeed AHA, at risk, AHA reserves the right to remove him or her from the course.  In this event, AHA will not be obliged to refund fees and will not meet the costs of return travel of the student concerned.  This particular point is covered in the terms and conditions of the registration form and is binding in law.

 

Italian law should be observed at all times, particularly where drugs are concerned.  The Italian police take a grim view of drug taking and especially by young foreigners.  AHA would therefore send home any student at their own expense found using drugs or perhaps consider placing the matter in the hands of other appropriate bodies.

 

Drinking wine or beer with food is within the law for those over sixteen and AHA believes that it is right for students to enjoy meals with alcohol if they wish - yet we stress moderation and that drunkenness is not acceptable or appropriate.  On a particularly serious note, students must not accept drinks from strangers.  Recently there has been an alarming spread across Europe of drink spiking whereby youngsters are drugged and assaulted.  Young foreigners are particularly vulnerable.  This has happened to friends and it is a cause for concern.

 

The cities we visit are civilised and safe, however any congregation of humanity is going to produce the unscrupulous and we therefore advise that students to walk in groups of three when not accompanied by a tutor.  Equally, getting lost or having an accident can be alarming especially when in another country and for this reason walking in company is wise.

 

We ask any students that are under 18 years to remain with the tutor after 11pm. 
 

AHA tutors have conducted extensive risk assessments and hope that students will feel free to talk to tutors if they are experiencing any problems.  AHA tutors are also keen to see that the trip is fun and that the experience gained from studying art at first hand goes beyond the limitations of exams to a life long enjoyment of culture.  
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