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Books worth reading, Films worth watching

This reading list is as much for your pleasure as for scholarship - you do not have to read all these books, but you may find them useful during the course and in the future.  We hope you do not mind the critical notes - these are meant to help you when calling a bookshop.  As you can imagine, there are so many art history books it forces us to be selective and consequently, we have gone for those in print and avoided big picture books. Should you need help, there is an excellent travel book-shop on Marylebone High Street, London called Daunt’s Books – 020 7224 2295.  They will send you books at a small charge.  Or, you could ring the National Gallery Book Shop.  Daunt’s may also be able to help with a second hand book search.  Useful websites are www.bol.com or www.amazon.co.uk
(# = good for travelling - these are portable but not essential while in Italy)

(* = found also in second hand book shops)

(! = a lifelong book)
(~ = made into a film)
REMEMBER; You will have to carry the books, so be selective.
GENERAL GUIDES

*#H.V. Morton

A Traveller in Italy 

Witty, informative anecdotes by a very well connected travel writer in the 1960’s - surprisingly useful. There are others in his series - ‘Rome’ and ‘The Fountains of Rome’.

Alta MacAdam

Blue Guide - volumes on Italian cities and provinces 
Exhaustive and very informative.
Touring Club Italiano
volumes on Italy 

Exhaustive - lighter than the Blue Guide. 
VENICE

! Christopher Hibbert
Venice, a Biography of the City.

Very readable.  Possibly too bulky for travel.
! John Julius Norwich
Venice: History of Venice

Over 650 pages of history - and well written.  Good for a long winter.
Johannes Wilde

Venetian Painting from Bellini to Titian

A landmark book in Venetian art history studies.  Good pictures but not particularly portable.
A. Richard Turner
The Vision of Landscape in Renaissance Italy

Maybe a book to read after the course.  Particularly good on Bellini and Leonardo.

# * Jan Morris

A History of Venice 

A classic.  Enormously wide range of interest; good on history and will explain much about this extraordinary city.
# JG Links

Venice for Pleasure

A series of walks in Venice - good to read after a day in the streets

Deborah Howard

The Architectural History of Venice

Very good general coverage of churches, palaces.

Sarah Quill

The Stones Revisited

Marking the centenary of Ruskin’s death, this wonderfully illustrated book, looks back at Ruskin’s writing with clarity and sentiment.

FLORENCE

# Christopher Hibbert
Florence - The Rise and Fall of the House of the Medici 

A standard text which really helps one to understand Florence - good to read before you go.

! Michael Levey

Florence

An epic tome drawing together a life time of knowledge.  Michael Levey was Director of the National Gallery.

# Nicholas Ross

An Artistic Guide to Florence 

By a director of Art History Abroad. Hard to find.

# * Vincent Cronin
The Florentine Renaissance 

Cronin leads you through huge ideas, many years and countless works of art and literature with easy grace.

# * Eve Borsook
A Traveller’s Companion 

Just the best.  Scholarly and readable
* Jacob Burckhadt
The Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy

A landmark piece of scholarship which assumes the premise that society has a role to play in the production of art as well as painters.

National Gallery 
Renaissance Florence - The Art of the 1470s

An excellent catalogue giving a sense of the breadth of Renaissance life and art. 

National Gallery 
Renaissance Florence - The Art of the 1470s -  The Video

Written and narrated by Richard Stemp who also teaches with Art History Abroad.
ROME

F. Marion Crawford
Ave, Roma Immortalis
Full of stories which will mean more on your return from Rome.

# * Georgina Masson
A Companion Guide  to Rome

Like Borsook - so good.

# Sarah Carr-Gomm
An Artistic Guide to Rome 

Founder and previously a director of AHA.  Excellent but hard to find.

* Suetonius

Lives of the Caesars

Still very good - try to read before you go.

GENERAL HISTORY & ART HISTORY
# Mary Hollingsworth
Patronage in Renaissance Italy - 1400 to the Early Sixteenth Century




Patronage in Sixteenth Century Italy

Both books are excellent - the 15th Century book is particularly useful.  This has few pictures but very good text.  Hollingsworth explains so much in a ‘feet on the ground’ approach to art history.

# Michael Baxandall
Painting and Experience in Fifteenth-Century Italy

This is a particularly good and imaginative view of the Renaissance, especially good to read while you are there.

# Sarah Carr-Gomm
Dictionary of Symbols in Art

# James Hall

Dictionary of Subjects and Symbols in Art

Both are handbooks of symbols within pictures. 

# The Oxford Dictionary of Popes

# The Oxford Dictionary of The Christian Church

# The Penguin Dictionary of Classical Mythology

# Vincent Cronin
The Flowering of the Renaissance 

Has a broad-brush stroke approach to history with the accuracy of a sign writer.  
! Hugh Honour and John Fleming  A World History of Art
Full, comprehensive and has everything in it.


# Matt Frei

Italy - The Unfinished Revolution.  

Matt was the BBC correspondent in Italy and this is a very good explanation of modern Italy with a particular focus on politics and corruption. 

Jacobus de Voragine 
The Golden Legend (2 vols.) 1260

Translated by William Granger Ryan and published by Princeton. The lives of the saints - both fact and fiction.

# Howard Hibbert
Michelangelo - A Biography

A fascinating insight into the life and works of a very turbulent artist.

Helen Langdon

Caravaggio

A celebrated biography recently published.

Kenneth Clark

Leonardo da Vinci

# Luigi Barzini

The Italians

A portrait of Italy

RENAISSANCE WRITINGS

Cennino Cennini
A Craftsman’s Handbook (1390’s)

In print with Dover - Translated by Daniel V Thompson Jr.  It is a fascinating read.
# * Giorgio Vasari
Lives of the Artists (pub. 1550)

A reference book with palpable sense of life.  Good to bring for train reading.  Penguin

# Baldessare Castiglione
The Book of the Courtier (pub. 1528)

It was a handbook for a gentleman. Try Penguin.
# Benvenuto Cellini
Autobiography (pub.1558)

Again, as above, a sixteenth century text, full of inflated stories and a diminished sense of self-deprecation. 

Iris Origo

The Merchant of Prato
Possibly a book for your return.  (Published only by the Folio society)  The merchant of Prato, Francesco Datini was an orphan who left his fortune towards the building of the Innocenti in Florence, which still operates today as an orphanage.

# Niccolò Machiavelli
The Prince (pub. 1532)
The most incisive political handbook ever written.

Leon Battista Alberti
Della Pittura (1436) and De re Aedificatoria (1485)

Alberti’s treatises on painting and architecture describing both the theory and practise of the visual arts, were hugely influential on patrons and artists during the Renaissance.

Giovanni Boccaccio
Decameron (c.1350)

A book of short stories, ranging from idealistic to scurrilous, told by a group of young Florentines fleeing the plague of 1384.

Dante


The Divine Comedy

Monumental Christian epic, of seminal influence on generations of subsequent European writers including Milton, Byron and T.S. Eliot. 

Vitruvius

De Architectura (pub.1486)
Written in 1st Century BC it is the only ancient treatise on architecture to survive.  The texts had an enormous influence in the Renaissance.


LITERARY
These are novels or poems which hold Italy as a theme or are set there. (~) indicates whether there is a film adaptation.

# ~ Umberto Eco 
The Name of the Rose


A medieval whodunit which also provides an excellent – and painless – chroncicle of the 14th Century religious wars, and a history of the Dominican and Franciscan orders.


# George Eliot

Romola 

A 19th Century novel set in late 15th Century Florence. A dramatic story of the life of a young woman living at the turbulent time of Charles VIII, Machiavelli and Savonarola, (late 15th century) all of whom appear. 

# ~ E.M.Forster
A Room with a View 

A gentle satire of the English in search of cultural enlightenment abroad.  Florence, where the story begins, introduces a liberating passion into the life of young Lucy Honeychurch. 

~ Robert Graves
I Claudius 

Fictionalised narrative of the unlikely succession of Claudius to the imperial throne in Rome, first century AD.  Turned into a memorable television series with Derek Jacobi.

# ~ Henry James
The Wings of a Dove 

Romantic confrontation between a morally bankrupt but penniless Europe, and a cash-rich but naïve America.
# Henry James 

The Aspern Papers

Shelley’s lover, and the step-sister of Mary Shelley, Claire Clairemont was hounded in her old age for her reminiscences of and letters from the poet.  Henry James fictionalises the tale and sets it in Venice.  Claire Clairemont spent her dotage in Florence.

# Henry James

Daisy Miller

Henry James’ most popular novel. A wealthy, innocent American girl travels with her mother to Europe, causing offence as she goes. 

# Henry James

Roderick Hudson
A young lawyer from Massachusetts travels to work in a sculptor’s studio in Rome. His attempts at art and love fail, and he dies in Switzerland. Pub. 1876

# ~ Thomas Mann
Death in Venice 

Moody, precisely wrought description of an elderly composer’s painful dissolution in early twentieth-century Venice.

# Iris Origo

The Merchant of Prato

A tale of the life of a Tuscan merchant in the fourteenth century, researched from a vast amount of the merchants own personal documentation.

# Iris Origo

War in Val D’Orcia

From Marchessa Origo’s diary during World War Two. A portrayal of a bleak, war torn Tuscany, with the author desperately trying to shelter numerous orphans, and keep her own community at bay.

Caroline Moorhead
Iris Origo

A biography of the life and times of this exceptional writer.

#  Sally Vickers

Miss Garnet’s Angel

A beautiful story set in Venice.  The tale unfolds in the streets and piazzas not far form our hotel.

#  Virginia Woolf

Flush

A delightful tale of Robert and Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s travels in Italy, from the point of view of their pet cocker spaniel!

Shelley


#all of these wrote poetry on Italy, most easily available in the respective 

Byron


collected editions of their verse.

Browning




Hardy

Films
Roman Holiday

Audrey Hepburn and Gregory Peck in romantic masterpiece set in




Rome in the 1950s.  Shamefully parodied in ‘Notting Hill’.
La Dolce Vita

Stylish dissection of the bored, young rich in 1950s Rome.
Don’t Look Now

Terrifying mystery/horror tale set in gloomy 1970s Venice.  Donald Sutherland
The Yellow Rolls Royce
Someone we like very much suggested this but we have not seen it.
Tea with Mussolini
The story of the resilience of a group of English ladies in Florence as the Fascists overran Italy in the 1920/30s.

The Comfort of Strangers
Creepy thriller set in Venice adapted from a novel by Ian McEwan with Rupert Everett, Natasha Richardson, Helen Mirren and Christopher Walken.

